Community Youth
Golf Program

2019 SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION
Congratulations to all that contributed to the success of our Junior
Golf Programs! Your support allowed us to conduct 8 three-hour
clinics for the youth of the Boys and Girls Club, involved over 80
children (ages 5-12) in the “Bridges Rona Rascals Golf which
consisted of three 2 hour clinics, and new this year, it was our
privilege to have 3 boys from the Metis Eagles Nest Facility come
out for 3 afternoons of fun!
All our Junior Programs are free of charge, the programs are totally
funded by: Bridges Men’s and Ladies Golf Leagues, the businesses
that donated the fantastic prizes for our Junior Program Raffle and a
much-appreciated grant from Golf Manitoba. Each of you made this
happen! It truly was a wonderful team effort!
Let’s keep it going in 2020!
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OUR PROGRAMS
RONA’S RASCALS BOYS & GIRLS
JUNIOR PROGRAM CLUB PROGRAM

Free golf sessions are
provided to any kids
ages 5-12. This gives an
opportunity for a child
who may not have the
funds or the support
beforehand to fall in love
with golf!
• FREE to any kid
• Open to public
• 3 weeks
• 2 sessions per week
• 1 hour per session
• All rentals provided

65-105
YOUTH
3 Weeks

AGES
5-12

The Boys and Girls Club
(B&G) counsellors select
participants. Younger (512) boys and girls club
kids also participate in
the Rona Rascals 3 week
program.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FREE to any kid
3 Wpg B&G clubs
8 weeks
1 session per week
3 hour per session
All rentals provided
Lunch & Dinner

METIS EAGLES
NEST PROGRAM

High risk Metis youth
participate in our program
alongside the Boys & Girls
Club members. Providing
them with a healthy outlet
to have fun and develop
relationships with other
groups of kids.
• FREE to any kid
• Eagles Nest Youth
• 4 weeks
• 1 session per week
• 3 hour per session
• All rentals provided
• Lunch & Dinner

8
15
YOUTH YOUTH

3
YOUTH

AGES
5-12

AGES
13-17

AGES
13-17

4 Weeks
8 Weeks
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
I have been so lucky to be director of the youth golf programs
at Bridges. The kids and I have shared countless laughs over
the seasons and the staff and I have been able to form coachmentor bonds with many of the kids.
Over this past season it has been so heart-warming to see the
amount of growth in many of these youngsters. We have been
running the Rona Rascals Junior Golf Academy for the past 10
years, the Boys and Girls Club Golf Program for 6 years and we
were able to have the youth from the Eagles Nest Facility join
in on the fun this past summer.
Through the years I have seen many of the kids return and
improve their golf skills as well as their ability to participate in
the group! I have seen the confidence grow in the youth of the
Boys and Girls Club members and especially in the high-risk
youth that participated in our program this year. I have
watched kids develop long-lasting friendships and feel part of
a healthy group and community. One of the most rewarding
things to see is to watch a young person become an up-andcoming promising golfer who, without the program, would not
be either interested in golf, or would not be able to play golf
because of financial and social factors.
It makes it all worthwhile to see the excitement on many of the
young people’s faces when arriving at a golf course for their
very first time! The staff, volunteers, and I were taught many
lessons ourselves, mostly of how very privileged we all are.
Humility is hard to learn in life, but these inspiring children
gave us that gift every time they came to Bridges!
With our utmost gratitude,

Larry Robinson
Director of Golf, Bridges Golf Course
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RONA’S RASCALS
JUNIOR GOLF ACADEMY

The Bridges Rona’s Rascals Junior Golf Academy (started in 2010) and
has involved 80 to 120 children ages 5 to12 each year. We conduct 2 one
hour clinics each of the last 3 Sundays in June and always have had a
fantastic turnout! It’s great to see the youngsters, their parents and
grandparents enjoying this introduction to this wonderful game.
Our mission for this program is to give any kid a free chance to try golf,
without having to commit to a league, buy equipment, or a membership.
This is our way of growing the game!

Open to all.

80-120
KIDS
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THE BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
GOLF PROGRAM
The Boys and Girls Club Golf Program
(started in 2014) was a wonderful
success story here at Bridges again
this past summer. We were able to
conduct 8 three-hour clinics with 6 to
8 youth per session. We instructed
the kids on the fundamentals of the
golf swing, taught them the etiquette
of the sport, played a couple of holes
each day, and after golf, we would all
have lunch or dinner together.
Through the generosity of the
sponsors, all that participated in the
“Boys and Girls Club Golf Program
Raffle” and Golf Manitoba we were
able to introduce these children to
this wonderful game! A special thank
you to our Men's and Ladies Leagues
who purchased many of the raffle
tickets and the wonderful grant from
Golf Manitoba! Please know that you
have made a difference in these
young people's lives, thank you!
In 2020, we would like to add another
4 weeks onto the program, making it
a 12 week program for the Boys &
Girls clubs. This would allow another
Boys & Girls club of Winnipeg to
become involved. We are looking for
$5000 to make this possible.
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8X 3-HOUR CLINICS

6-8 YOUTH/SESSION

LUNCH & DINNER

Giving kids the chance to
develop skills & relationships!
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EAGLES NEST FACILITY
METIS CHILD, FAMILY &
COMMUNITY SERVICES PROGRAM
This was a brand-new venture for our Junior program, and it turned out
to be one of the most rewarding! Through the fierce love and
determination for the boys of the Eagles Nest Facility - Metis Child,
Family & Community Services, Shelly Loustel, a staff member at one of
their facilities approached us and asked if 3 of their youngsters could
come and hit some balls one night. We suggested that they might join
the Boys and Girls Club Golf Program that was currently halfway
through their 8-week agenda (every Tuesday July-August). The Boys &
Girls Club staff and kids were so welcoming of the new boys, it was so
tender, so compassionate and a wonderful experience for the boys to
be accepted into a new group of kids.
In 2020, we would like to continue and grow our involvement with the
Eagles Nest facility and continue to support them in providing a
healthy outlet and help them develop life skills and lasting friendships.
A special thanks to Richard Rosales (Team Leader, Eagles Nest
Facility, Metis Child Family & Community Services) who not only
came out with the kids but was instrumental in making it happen!
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PROGRAM TESTIMONIALS
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PROGRAM TESTIMONIALS

To whom it may concern;
This summer a staff member Shelly Loustel recommended an incredible
opportunity to the Eagles Nest facility and its youth in care. Shelly said that
the youngsters had a chance to learn and enjoy the sport of Golf by highly
knowledgeable and seasoned professionals at the Bridges Golf Course.
We thought it would be a great idea to give this opportunity to these boys at
Eagles Nest. A chance to learn new skills and educate themselves amongst
other kids from the community. We never would have imagined how
incredibly impactful this opportunity turned out to be for (George, Darren
and Tron), the 3 youth here at Eagles Nest.
Every Tuesday from 2pm-4pm the boys were coached and given the chance
to play/practice new skills taught by Golf Course professionals Larry and
Tracy, whom the boys formed great relationships and bonds with.
These 3 boys (who were raised in low income housing in the inner city of
Winnipeg and surrounding areas) were given a chance of a lifetime to learn
and play Golf at a prestigious and beautiful course! Many times, they stated
that this was the highlight of their summer! Not only were Larry and Tracy
teaching them golf skills, they were teaching them life skills as well such as
patience, determination and learning how to take instruction.
We cannot thank Bridges Golf Course and all their staff enough for the
opportunity this summer, it was stated in an interview with their social
worker that George and Darren both thought the golf program on Tuesdays
was their favorite activity during their stay at Eagles Nest. Not only did Larry
and Tracy work with these boys they also cared for them and supplied a
delicious meal after every golf lesson. A truly remarkable summer for the
boys and staff here at Eagles Nest and we will always hold onto the
memories made at Bridges.
Richard Rosales
Team Leader
Eagles Nest Facility
Metis Child Family & Community Services
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All kids deserve the chance to golf.
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
MAJOR SPONSORS
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
CO-SPONSORS

COPY PLUS
204.261.3333

Dean Cockell
204.478.1900

Charlene Birdsall
204.925.2252
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
CO-SPONSORS

J & K Zinn Landscaping
204.735.2408
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